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July 4 activities sfill to be determined

BY MICHAEL J. BILLONI
Contributor

Details of a virtual patriotic
Memorial Day celebration from
DeGlopper Memorial Park and
a decision about the town’s an-
nual July 4 parade on Grand Is-
land Boulevard will be made at
the May 18 Town Board meet-
ing, the members agreed during
their workshop before Monday’s
biweekly meeting.

Joseph A. Menter, the town’s
recreation supervisor, presented
the board with his department’s
plan during the COVID-19 pan-
demic and its aftermath. With
most Memorial Day celebrations
in other communities already
cancelled, board members Thom-
as A. Digati and Jennifer L. Baney
will work with officials from the
American Legion Post 1346, the
Pfc. Charles N. DeGlopper VEW
Post 9249 and town leaders to co-
ordinate a ceremony that will be
transmitted to Island residents
through the town’s YouTube
channel or Zoom.

Based on his deadline of submit-
ting permits to the county by mid-
May, and the challenge of social
distancing a crowd of up to 6,000
people with a limited Recreation
Department staff, Menter said, “it
hurts,” before recommending the
cancellation of the popular Inde-
pendence Day parade.

“It hurts all of us,” added Su-
pervisor John C. Whitney, PE.

During the discussion among
board members, Councilman Mi-
chael H. Madigan pushed for two
more weeks before a final deci-
sion would be made.

“I am not ready to give up on
our July 4 parade yet,” he said. “I
would be disappointed if they al-
lowed the Bisons to play baseball
in July and we could not have a
parade, which means so much to
the town. I know it is a long shot,
but I would hate for us to cancel
this today.”

Menter also talked about his
department creating virtual play-
ground presentations for Kkids
to do while they are home from
school.

Superintendent of Highways
Richard Crawford Jr. outlined
coronavirus building and vehicle
protocols for keeping them sani-
tized and cleaned throughout the
work day. The motion to approve
the plan, which will be distributed
to all town employees, was passed
unanimously by the board.

“It is important all of our em-
ployees know we are very serious
this,” councilman Peter Marston
Jr. said.

The board continued discus-
sions about proposed virtual pub-
lic hearings as all council mem-
bers expressed concern about

giving residents the opportunity
to be heard at these hearings.

“Whatever we do, we must
clearly define procedures for
questions and answers from the
public either by a chat on Zoom
or via email or mail before these
important public meetings,” Di-
gati said.

Baney assured the board they
would have the opportunity add
more than 100 people to a meet-
ing on Zoom if needed.

Also during the workshop,
Baney introduced a concern she
said she has heard since being
elected to the Town Board: the dif-
ference in automobile fuel costs
on Grand Island as compared to
gas stations in Niagara County
and over the south bridge. She
said last Saturday the difference
was 17-18 cents lower at two sta-
tions in the Town of Tonawanda
and 30 cents lower in Niagara
County, which has lower county
taxes on fuel.

It was agreed the board would
send a letter to managers of the
Island’s gas station’s to bring
these concerns to them. Town At-
torney Peter C. Godfrey said that,
if the board is not pleased with its
response, a letter can be sent to
the state attorney general, who
may consider this price gouging.

Message from Supervisor John C. Whitney, P.E.

Victory is imminent
\ \

Try if you might to transport
yourself to this day in 1945. So
many of you lost loved ones to
the scourge of World War II
Maybe you had relatives that fell
to Hitler’s brutality in concentra-
tion camps? The relief of the end
of the war in Europe would have
been bittersweet.

I know there is no way I can
make a comparison to the emo-
tions felt at that time and what
we are going through today. I
feel that was one of the greatest
generations of all time. Now it’s
our turn to show our mettle.

We are in the midst of a conflict
that pales in comparison to that
time; however, we must all pull
together and face this with the
type of resolve our forefathers
showed us.

Hopefully, we’re on the down-
side of this COVID-19 pandemic.
We are all working to restore our
daily operations to our previous
normalcy.

Daily operations of town gov-
ernment have already started
to return to normal. While we
are not allowing public access to
town buildings, we are process-
ing transactions at Town Hall.

We are working toward hold-
ing advisory board meetings
virtually. These will be able to be
viewed live via the Town’s You-
Tube channel and on the town’s
website.

The Town Board is also work-
ing toward conducting public
hearings virtually. We will not
close these hearings until all citi-

zens have had a chance to voice
their opinions. We will keep
these public hearings open until
all residents can be heard, even
if we must find a way to offer a
safe social distance to hold an in-
person public hearing.

I would like to commend the
citizens of Grand Island. They
have shown so many acts of kind-
ness during this pandemic when
we have been sequestered in our
homes.

Recently, the River Lea Quil-
ters Guild organized to sew
masks and they gave away over
1,000 the past two Sundays!

We have a blood drive sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tues-
day, May 12, at the Town Hall
parking lot. This is a joint ven-
ture between the Town and the
Grand Island School District.
Please join Dr. Brian Graham,

\ane
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Ed.D., and myself to donate to
this worthy cause. Contact Con-
nect Life at 529-4270 for an ap-
pointment.

To paraphrase =~ Winston
Churchill: “We shall defend our
Island. ...We shall never surren-
der!”

Victory in Europe was 75 years
ago. Victory here is imminent.

(" DON’T MISS A THING!
Go to our website

wnypapers.com

Local News, Stories,

Classifieds, Coupons,
Service Directory!
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For temporary assistance, call the
Neighbors Foundation of Grand Island
773-1452 or 773-7476

All inquiries are confidential

Our Mission Statement:
Provide confidential emergency assistance, primarily food, for Grand Island residents
who find themselves in temporary need. A volunteer organization, using churches and other
organizations to collect and stock an immediate needs food pantry, and raising money

through community wide fund drives (Share Your Happiness at the Holiday Season).
V Check Your Sticker,
If APRIL is Punched...

Call to make an appointment for your NYS INSPECTION
Wheelfind Automotive
Repair and Towing Services

1765 Grand Island Blvd.

775-0728

Grand Island Auto Tecll

Education - Experience - Commitment

773-7558 - 2509 Grand Island Bivd. ~ ({iapt)
Monday - Friday 7am - 5pm -—

wrze WJJL 1440 AM Radio e

-1440 sells radio program time

g
3

1440
n

15 minutes ¢ 1/2 hour or more ¢ 1 hour or more
Once a week, once a month or every day.

Religious Programs - Ethnic Shows - Talk Shows
Music Shows - Product Marketing - etc.

r) We have openings for your program at some
very good times and at very sensible prices. ﬂ

If your program is already on elsewhere, but you're not happy, phone us!
We are very accommodating.
Phone Earl Morgan at 674-9555 for more information & prices. }

Professional Studio Production as well as Engineering is available.

é )
wxRL “CLASSIC COUNTRY”

Celebrating 50 years (1970-2020)

On behalf of the Ramblin’ Lou Family and our WXRL Family & Staff, we
sincerely hope that you and your Family are staying home, safe & well.
And, when you're ready to travel, we're here for you. We can’t wait to get
back “On The Road Again”! Check our website at wxrl.com for up-to-date
information. Stay well friends.

RAMBLIN’ LOU TOURS 1
“Travel with Friends” z

Join your hosts Joanie, Linda Lou & Lou IV

July 6-9 - Frankenmuth/Mackinac Island/Casino

July 13 - Dolly/Patsy/Loretta - Walters Ranch/Lunch

July 15 - Grand River Luncheon Cruise/Blaz. Fiddles

July 22 - Presley/Perkins/Cash/Lewis - Walters Ranch/Lunch Sf

August 3 - History of Country Music - Walters Ranch/Lunch

Sept. 27-0ct. 2 - Vermont/N. Hampshire/Maine-Acadia Nat. Park/Train Ride

Oct. 6 - Spragues Maple Farm/Casino (525 free play & $5 food)

Oct. 10-14 - Greenbrier & Elkins, WV - 2 Trains-Amtrak/Durbin Rocket

0Oct. 12 & 13 - Thousand Islands/Boat Cruise/Ron & Nancy Onesong

Oct. 20-26 - Memphis/Graceland/Nashville/Grand Ole Opry

Nov. 2-4 - Amish Lands Holiday - Lancaster, PA “Queen Ester & Christmas Show”

Nov. 10-12 - “Fest. of Light's-Oglebay Park/Wilson Lodge - Wheeling, WV
Nov. 27-Dec. 1 - Nashv. Country Christmas/Opryland Hotel/Grand Ole Opry

5
5

NEW - WXRL'S SOUTHERN CARIBBEAN CRUISE, January 11-21, 2021

(10-night NCL Cruise) Includes: 6 Ports, airfare, port taxes/charges,
Transfers & amenities. Call WXRL for complete details.

For a FREE brochure & more info, call (716) 681-1313
Mon-Fri: 9am-5pm « wxrl.com

\ WE LOVE OUR COUNTRY!
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